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NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

An article of considerable interest to statisticians appeared in the Illi- 
nois Law Review for January, 1915. It is written by Dr. Henry B. Hemen- 
way and bears the title "National Registration of Births and Deaths." 
The author points out the legal difficulties which are often encountered 
from the fact that our states do not require, in all cases, registration of 
births and deaths. A man residing in one state may wish for certain 
purposes a proof of his date of birth, and if he was born in a state which 
does not require the registration of births, much difficulty may be ex- 
perienced. The Constitution requires that persons holding the office of 
representative, senator, vice-president, and president shall have attained a 
certain age. The passage of child labor legislation requires in most cases a 
certificate of date of birth. Where a person desiring to obtain work in 
one state was born in a state with no registration of births, it is sometimes 
difficult to establish a date of birth. Dr. Hemenway argues that under such 
circumstances Congress should have authority to provide for suitable 
registration of births. 

The author advises that the Gordian knot be cut by a federal law requir- 
ing every state to register births and deaths. In those states which have 
not taken any steps in this matter, the state authority should be ignored 
and a service established by the federal government. 

W. B. B. 

HOW DO THE GERMAN PEOPLE GROW IN ONE HOUR? 

Translation of an article on the growth of the German people which ap- 
peared in the monthly paper of the Victoria in Berlin, No. 8, 1914. 

There are, perhaps, few people who know that Germany had in each 
hour, according to statistics for 1910, 225 births and 125 deaths, so that the 
German people have an excess of births over deaths of 100 in each hour. 
How this movement of the population takes place in one hour is visualized 
by means of a large board which is displayed at the present exhibition for 
physical culture in Stuttgart. In Germany a child is born every 16 seconds 
and a person dies every 28 seconds which events are indicated by red and 
black flashing lights. When the hour hand marks the hours, there 
appear 116 male and 109 female births; six times in one hour a stillbirth 
is indicated, and twice in one hour twin births. Considerably slower 
than life does death work, but still too fast for our state of civilization. 
Every 1J minutes there dies in Germany an infant (20 boys and 15 girls 
in one hour). This mechanical device also illustrates certain causes of 
death: Every 4 J minutes there occurs one death from tuberculosis, every 
10 minutes one from malignant disease; three. times in one hour a person 
dies by an accident and twice suicide is committed. There die in Ger- 
many more people by accident and suicide than from diphtheria, scarlet 
fever, measles, and typhoid taken together. At the end of one hour we 
see the net result : The German nation has increased by 100 lives. 

F. L. H. 



